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Editor Travels 


Many of our readers will be 
interested to know that Mr. 
Wells is spending the sum- 
mer months in Latin Amer- 
ica, visiting those centers 
where important develop- 
ments are taking place. In- 
terviews and contacts with 
new, authoritative sources 
of information will increase 
the value of this unique in- 
formation service to its 
readers during the coming 
months. 











Worship in the Soviet 


Recent dependable reports from 
Russia verify what has been for- 
merly told of the great revival of 
interest in religion in the Soviet. 
The churches are crowded, both 
the Orthodox and the free evan- 
gelical. In the cities especially 
throngs of worshippers crowd into 
the great Orthodox churches and, 
on special occasions, stand by the 
thousands in the streets where 
can be heard snatches of the sing- 
ing of the choirs and the voices 
of the priests. The Baptists, who 
comprise the largest evangelical 
body, are unusually active. They 
have a large auditorium in Mos- 
cow which is crowded for several 
services on Sunday. In rural areas 
almost every collective farm has 
its chapel where attendance also 
is increasing. 

But it must be clearly under- 
stood that the Soviet state, while 
permitting the return of worship, 
has not allowed the teaching of 
religion. In this way the church 
is not able to engage in those ac- 
tivities that would enlist the in- 
terest of Russian youth, The ideal 
held up for the young people is 
to be qualified for membership in 
the Communist Party, which still 
maintains the Marxist and athe- 
ist position. Hence the pressure on 
youth remains decidedly toward 
atheism. However, religious lead- 
ers in Russia say their young peo- 
ple are spiritually hungry and, in 
spite of the continued ban on any 
form of religious instruction or 
propagation, are turning to the 
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HERE IS SOMETHING RARE, realistic and unshakeable about 

the attitude of the Christian mind. The Christian faces facts. There 
is no glossing over the sad plight of a world dominated by greed, fear, 
hatred and violence. But the Christian knows that this rule of evil 
does not have to exist if men will only will it otherwise. The Christian 
is continuously creating another world around him—a world where 
love, understanding and truth are dominant. It is this reality of a 
world within a world that should characterize the Christian’s conscious- 
ness—a world of truth within a world of deception and propaganda; 
a world of understanding within a world of distrust and confusion; a 
world of love and peace within a world of hate and violence. 


X-Ray and Forecast 


oo It is slowly dawning on the leaders of American industry 

and finance, as well as on our political leaders, that Europe and 
Asia are going to be liabilities to America for a long time to come. 
Everyone wants to borrow money from us with no definite promise to 
repay. Even the matter of loans to such nations as Britain, Russia and 
France has become a matter of two-faced deals. The British refuse to 
be tied down to any exact promise of when and how much they will 
pay, and they scorn the suggestion that raw materials which America 
needs from the Empire be used for fulfillment of payments on a 
business-like schedule,—a fact that has been very much soft-pedalled 
in the American press. 

The Russians have indicated that they will gladly make a deal 
with us for a large sum of money to be allocated for our products— 
machinery, tools, etc.—in exchange for the lumber, pulpwood, ores and 
other raw materials which the Soviet has in abundance. This, too, has 
been kept from the American public, for the financial forces of Amer- 
ica, which are tied to British interests, do not want any such deal to be 
made with Russia because of the obvious embarrassment it will cause 
British-American loan relationships. 

France and China want money on any basis they can get it, but 
few in the financial world look upon such loans as anything but long- 
range semi-charity to be repaid by dribble shipments of champagne 
and cognac from France and occasional shiploads of linseed oil and 
tungsten from China. In other words, as one Wall Street authority has 
frankly put it, “There isn’t any sound business in the whole mess.” 

Thus any thought concerning the matter reveals that no booming 
world trade is going to save America from a depression, as some have 
been saying. When our civilian goods market is saturated, the employ- 
ment slack will not be taken up by any great spurt of trade with Europe 
and Asia for a decade or more. And practically all economic experts 
look for our crisis here to come within five years. 

It is becoming the realization of more and more leading economists 
that we must sustain our prosperity at home by higher wages and faster 
turn-over of goods with accompanying smaller profit margins. Such 
smaller profit margins, however, would in the end bring greater pros- 
perity to both management and labor. So when you hear or read the 
propaganda of certain big business groups which says that when every- 
body at home has been supplied with all he needs we'll make our money 
from the rest of the world,—just remember that many of the economic 
experts on whom big business depends for advice do not agree. 


(Continued on next pag?) 


Settlement Terms 


Few people realize the far reach- 
ing influence, importance and the 
quiet achievement of Secretary of 
the Interior Krug in his arrange- 


ments with the United Mine 
Workers, ending the soft coal 
strike. The press spent all its 


time damning the miners and 
printed hardly one word concern- 
ing the settlement, although that 
settlement will go far in stabil- 
izing the industrial relations of 
America in the future. 

The press and radio never did 
tell the truth about the miners’ 
strike. The soft coal mines are 
practically all controlled by the 
same group of banks that ¢ontrols 
90 per cent of the railroads in 
America ... only the coal mines 
have always been treated as un- 
wanted stepchildren by the Wall 
Street manipulators. The mine op- 
erators, who are at best only part 
owners, have never been given the 
power or opportunity by their big 
bosses really to modernize the in- 
dustry. The 6,000 soft coal mines 
have long been the industrial slum 
of America. The accident and 
death rate has been unbelievably 
high. Safety and compensation 
practices have been criminally 
neglected. Miners, doing the most 
dangerous and unhealthy indus- 
tria] job in the world, were long 
underpaid. Only lately have they 
been fairly well paid, but there 
has been little improvement in 
their safety, compensation and 
health protection. 

The awful mine disaster this 
year in Pineville, Kentucky, hurl- 
ed the wretched situation into the 
open, While the public was blind- 
ed by the warped half-truths and 
propaganda which flooded most of 
the press, every single authorita- 
tive inquiry found that the miners 
were not asking too much—were 
demanding only a final, just set- 
tlement of long standing griev- 
ances. 

We report briefly here what the 
settlement contained. Study it 
carefully for in it you will see 
many trends that will soon be 
pushed forward as a part of work- 
ers’ rights in great industries. 
It is for this reason that the report, 
so ignored by the press, has great 
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Worship in the Soviet 
(Continued) 


church, This is especially true of 
young parents in their desire to 
surround their children with those 
character-forming influences 
every intelligent parent soon 
senses is needed. The re-emphasis 
on the value of the family life 
has greatly increased this trend. 

It is believed that the attitude 
of the political leaders of Russia 
toward religion is one of watch- 
ful waiting. They championed the 
great godless program and saw it 
fail. They have never understood 
that failure and apparently con- 
sider themselves in that unique 
position, for the first and only 
time in history, of being able to 
watch a great race of people test 
out the need for religion as a nec- 
essary element in an organized 
society, 


CPS Illegal 


At this late hour the courts are 
declaring that the whole Civilian 
Public Service setup for conscien- 
tious objectors is illegal. Two 
courts have judged CO’s not guil- 
ty, although they refused to obey 
orders given by a military head 
of CPS camps. These decisions 
were based upon the fact that the 
law requires that conscientious ob- 
jectors be under civilian control 
and direction. In spite of this law, 
the military refused to give up 
contro] of the CPS camps. 

All during the war, and even 
now, numerous CO’s have been on 
work strikes or hunger strikes to 
protest the violation of the law 
and for other causes stemming 
from the military’s refusal to 
abide by the law. In spite of the 
Constitution and the acts of Con- 
gress to protect the rights of all 
individuals, the War Department 
has maintained what amounts to 
a Gestapo regime over the CO’s. 

To match the GI bill of rights, 
provision for a college education 
for veterans, a committee on edu- 
cational aid has been set up to 
help provide educational assist- 
ance for the conscientious object- 
ors who are returning to civilian 
life. As Milton Mayer recently 
summarized: 

“The heroes who were willing 
to die and kill got $50 a month 
for their services. The heroes who 
were willing to die but not kill got 
nothing. They were subjected to 
involuntary servitude — obviously 
an unconstitutional act of the gov- 
ernment, since they were not 
charged with a crime—and receiv- 
ed, in addition to no wages, no 
dependency allotment, no bonus, 
and no GI bill of rights. Those 
who could not prove up God to 
their draft boards’ satisfaction 
were, in addition, proclaimed fel- 
ons and sent to prison, where the 
honest convicts looked down their 
broken noses at them. 

“Now they are on their way 
out—though at a much slower 
rate than the soldiers, since the 
government, in addition to being 
unconstitutional, is vicious—and, 
out of 12,000 of them, some half 
of them want to go back to 
school.” 


X-Ray and Forecast (coxtinued) 


ATIN-AMERICA. With Europe and Asia in the near years largely 
crossed out, America’s greatest opportunity is in Latin-America 
where there are really unrivalled opportunities, both in large popula- 
tions to serve with new products and great resources to develop. The 
lame spot in the thinking of the average citizen of the United States 
is Latin America. We haven’t been interested and have paid !ittle 
attention to developments in this hemisphere. One of the best things 
that could happen to the American educational system would be to 
make four years of Spanish required in American high schools. English 
is being taught in the schools of Latin America. If we really taught 
Spanish seriously in our schools, the flood gates of information and 
idea exchange would be open. 
There are great opportunities in Latin America—there are also 
great problems. But the opportunities cannot be seized until the prob- 
lems are understood. 


5 bees The intense trade rivalries now rising between Britain and 

the United States in Latin America reveal the rather shaky foun- 
dation of the political unity both great powers hold up before the 
world in the peace conferences. In Mexico, Brazil and Argentina espe- 
cially, British and American interests are in sharp, almost savage, 
conflicts over various markets. British business representatives, often 
working under the cloak of diplomatic service, were busy in these areas 
long before American firms had squared off from war production 
sufficiently to reapproach their former foreign trade relationships. 
American business firms are thus finding the field already blocked off 
by British interests in many areas where American trade formerly was 
dominant. But the Americans are not giving up. They are pushing the 
superior quality of their products and price advantages. The London 
interests have other means of bringing political pressure by playing up 
the danger of United States domination of Latin America—a note to 
which Latin Americans are very sensitive. 

The strange contradiction in this whole picture is that this com- 
petition exists beside the operation of London-Wall Street monopolies. 
Public utilities, railroads and street car services, telephone and telegraph 
are in many instances owned by London and Wall Street interests with 
a local “front” to cover the hand of foreign monopoly. And also these 
services have been shamefully exploited. Local managers privately 
admit that nothing not absolutely forced upon them is done to improve 
or to maintain service. The profits taken out of these investments have 
been unbelievable. The whole financial structure is rigged up so that 
the truth will never really be known, but enough is known for local 
governments—in Venezuela and Mexico, for instance—to force new 
patterns of economic cooperation upon several leading investors in the 
oil and mineral fields. 

With United States superior goods and more democratic sales 
methods, we could pop the Latin American market wide open,—pro- 
vided a generous attitude of cooperation and sharing with the people 
with whom we deal could take the place of the old method of “take 
what they’ve got and give ’em beads,” which unfortunately has been 
the way of foreign trade in far too many instances. That day is over. 
Standard Oil was too slow to see it in Mexico. British-American oil 
companies were blind to the change in Venezuela and are now slowly 
recovering their place of industrial leadership through a whole new 
system of cooperation entirely foreign to their former policies. 


JR SGN. From the standpoint of the Christian lay mind, espe- 
cially the Protestant, the situation has some severely difficult reli- 
gious aspects. America is predominantly Protestant. Catholics move 
freely, are offered full cooperation by the Protestant leaders (whenever 
the Catholics will accept it), but Latin America is Catholic in a totali- 
tarian sense. Protestants are infringed upon, shown no consideration 
or tolerance, are classified with the communists and rabble-rousers 
in vile propaganda. That good Catholic neighbor of yours, who is just 
as democratic, kindly and tolerant as your Protestant neighbor, would 
be the first to be shocked and hurt by what passes for Catholic attitude 
and action in Latin America. We offer the above generalization with- 
out going into details about Protestant chapels attacked, worshippers 
beaten and violated by priest-inspired mobs, . . . instances that have 
occurred far too frequently but are always thoroughly suppressed in 

the American press through Catholic influence in our own country. 
(Continued on next page) 





Settlement Terms 
(Continued) 


importance. A new, reasonable 
code of standards and rules for 
safety conditions and practices 
will be issued, to be enforced by 
government mine inspectors in 
conjunction with miners’ safety 
committees. 

The agreement worked out by 
the government and the miners 
provides for a wage _ increase 
which will bring a miner’s earn- 
ings from $50 to $59.25 for a five- 
day, nine-hour, portal-to-portal 
working week. Deductions for 
dues, assessments, insurance gives 
him approximately $50 a week. 
No one who ever worked in a coal 
mine will say that is too much. 
Work on the sixth consecutive 
day, which is optional, will be paid 
for at time and a half rates, as 
will work on holidays. 

The most important miners’ de- 
mands were concerned with health 
and welfare funds and the set- 
tlement made on these provides 
for two funds. A welfare and re- 
tirement fund, to be built up by 
assessing the operators five cents 
per ton of coal mined, will be 
managed by three trustees. One 
trustee will be appointed by the 
President of the United States, 
one by the Federal Coal Mines Ad- 
ministrator and one by the union. 
Payments from this fund would be 
made to miners, their dependents 
and survivors “with respect to 
wage loss, not otherwise compen- 
sated at all, or adequately under 
Federal or state law, and result- 
ing from_ sickness, _ disability, 
death, retirement, and other re- 
lated welfare purposes as deter- 
mined by the trustees.” 

A health fund, to be built up 
from the present checkoffs on the 
miners’ pay, will “provide medi- 
cal, hospital and related services” 
for miners and their dependents. 
This fund will be under complete 
control of the mine union. A sur- 
vey made by the Federal Coal 
Mines Administrator will “deter- 
mine the character and scope of 
the improvements which should 
be made” in the hospital, medical 
and housing conditions ‘to pro- 
vide the mine workers of the na- 
tion with medical, housing, and 
sanitary facilities conforming to 
recognized American standards.” 

The welfare and health service 
is the thing that tough old John 
Lewis has hammered through. 
You will soon be hearing of new 
demands by steel workers, auto 
workers, railroad unions and oth- 
ers along this line. It is a basic 
part of the new drive for indus- 
trial democracy which labor lead- 
ers are now shaping up in their 
organization meetings. 


Banks and Money 


Very little is being told the American 
people today concerning what has hap- 
pened to their economic system—for of 
one thing you can be sure, with a debt 
of nearly 300 billion dollars, our econ- 
omy cannot function as it did at a 30 
million dollar debt. Some reforms are 
badly needed. 

Congressman Jerry Voorhis, who has 
made a specialty of public finance and 
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Banks and Money 
(Continued) 


is an important voice in Congress on 
this line, has been doing a real service 
to the American people by trying to 
explain what is happening and what 
needs to be done. However, since his 
words clash with the interests of some 
powerful financial institutions, which 
exert a vast influence on our press and 
radio, little that he has written or said 
has reached the public. The following 
report did appear, however, in a recent 
bulletin of the Workers Education Bur- 
eau of America: 

Not the United States Govern- 
ment, but private-owned banks 
create the money of America to- 
day. Most of that money consists 
of demand deposits subject to 
check in the banks. More than 90 
per cent of all our business is done 
by check—less than 10 per cent by 
cash. 

Private banks create money 
when they make loans. They cre- 
ate the money with which to make 
the loans—even when the loan is 
made to the United States Gov- 
ernment itself, The reason the 
banks are able to do this is that 
under our present laws and Fed- 
eral Reserve regulations banks are 
allowed to have $5 of depositors’ 
claims outstanding against them, 
or, in other words, $5 of demand 
deposits for every $1 of actual 
cash which the bank has in re- 
serve. So for every $1,000,000 of 
capital, surplus, undivided profits 
and cash deposits which the bank 
has it can create on its books and 
loan to borrowers an additional 
$4,000,000 of demand _ deposits 
which are actually nothing more 
than bankers’ promises to pay if 
they can. These bankers’ prom- 
ises are, of course, backed up to 
a considerable extent by the Gov- 
ernment’s guarantee of deposits. 

When John Doe buys a war 
bond or a victory bond he pays 
the Treasury of the United States 
for it with some of the money 
which he has earned and saved 
for that purpose. But there is an- 
other kind of so-called government 
“borrowing” which is not really 
borrowing at all. It was described 
by Chairman Marriner S. Eccles 
of the Federal Reserve Board in 
testifying before the House Bank- 
ing and Currency Committee. 
Here is what he said: 

“In purchasing offerings of gov- 
ernment bonds, the banking sys- 
tem as a whole creates new 
money, or bank deposits. When 
the banks buy a billion dollars of 
government bonds as they are of- 
fered—and you have to consider 
the banking system as a whole as 
a unit—the banks credit the de- 
posit account of the Treasury with 
a billion dollars, They debit their 
government bond account a billion 
dollars, or they actually create, 
by a bookkeeping entry, a billion 
dollars.” 

This is the process by which the 
banks create money. They do al- 
most the same thing when they 
create demand deposits in loaning 
to farmers on mortgages on their 
farms or to home owners on 
mortgages -on their homes. The 
bank simply writes in a passbook 
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In the Tides of Change 
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Our world is changing on such a vast and startling scale that few men 
can comprehend the tides that rise before us. Some men are frightened 
and are trying to flee from the future. The cynic who was cocksure and 
arrogant in the past has no confidence left in him. It is the eyes of faith 
that see in the rising waves of transition a great design, a divine pattern,— 
the will of God written in the lives of men. If men will conform their 
lives and plans to the will of God they may then move with divine pur- 
poses and have nothing to fear and much to hope for. But where evil, 
selfishness and hatreds force us into opposition against the ever-widening 
sweep of God’s will, uncertainty and fear possess us. Are you working 
with God—or against Him? 





X-Ray and Forecast (continued) 


In Argentina the Peron government came to power by the strange 


combination of the highly organized fascist labor groups and the 


Catholic hierarchy, with some priests pronouncing from the pulpits 
severe threats toward those who did not vote for Peron. Peron recently 
paid part of his debt by instituting a law placing control of all educa- 
tion in the hands of the Catholic hierarchy, a blow of incalculable dan- 
ger to Protestant interests in Argentina and Latin America generally. 

In Mexico and some other Latin American countries church au- 
thorities are reported already to be missing no chance to use Argen- 
tina’s example for leverage in bringing about similar laws elsewhere. 
There will be beatings, imprisonment, assassination and almost every 
other crime in the catalogue visited on Protestant personalities if this 
trend is not checked. Protestant leaders in Latin America are now 
heroically facing this problem. If Protestant groups in the United 
States, which have abused their prerogative of democracy by habitually 
fighting each other, do not unite, we will face a high wave of intolerant 
power united under the totalitarian bonds of Rome. 


ye Few people have caught on to the inside story concerning 
the veto controversy with Russia in the UN negotiations. The 
whole story of Russia’s demand for the veto rule and the Soviet’s use 
of the veto is found in the fact that on examination of the records of 
UN negotiations shows that the capitalistic powers have always voted 
together against Russia on all important issues related to capitalistic 
world interest vs Russian interests. If Russia had not forced the right 
of veto of one power, in a dozen important matters that are still under 
negotiation, Russia would have been out voted and would have lost out 
on what Russians still consider their own interests. The Soviet has 
(Continued on next page) 


Banks and Money 
(Continued) 


the figures $10,000 under a farm- 
er’s name, gives the farmer a 
checkbook and tells him it has 
loaned him $10,000. What happens 
is that the bank creates and loans 
at the same moment to the farm- 
er a $10,000 checking account or 
$10,000 of ‘‘checkbook” money, or 
the bank’s promise to pay $10,000 
in cash if the farmer asks for it, 
which he seldom does. This $10,- 
000 is new money which didn’t 
exist before the bank made the 
loan. It is secured by the mort- 
gage on the farmer’s land, But 
when the banks write figures on 
their books and use them to buy 
government bonds, then what they 
are actually doing is using a part 
of the credit of the American peo- 
ple themselves, loaning it back to 
the people’s government, and col- 
lecting interest from the people 
on their own credit. It is true the 
banks credit the Government with 
the newly-created demand deposit 
with which they buy the bonds. 
But this banker’s promise to pay 
has nothing in the world behind it 
except the government bonds 
themselves and those bonds, as 
everyone knows, derive their en- 
tire value from the fact that the 
credit of the Government of the 
United States, based on the indus- 
try and tax-paying ability of the 
people, is security for their repay- 
ment. This process whereby we 
permit private banks to perform 
the essentially governmental func- 
tion of creating money and then 
lending it at interest to the nation 
corresponds to what would happen 
if a man went to a farmer and 
said: 

“Mister, I want to buy your 
farm. I have no money, but if you 
just give me title to your farm, 
then I will have something on 
which to establish a line of credit 
and I will let you draw checks 
against that line of credit up to 
the sale price of the farm. Of 
course, it will be my farm after 
you give it to me and so I will 
have to charge you interest on 
this credit I let you use. I realize 
this is a bit complicated but all 
matters connected with money are 
complicated and you should not 
try to understand it.” 

If we substitute the Government 
for the farmer, the banks for the 
man who makes the proposition 
and government bonds for the 
farm, we have the situation with 
regard to how banks create 
money, how they take over a 
power given to Congress by the 
Constitution and then charge the 
whole nation interest on its own 
credit. This and future genera- 
tions must pay the bank interest 
on bonds they have “bought” by 
this strange procedure. 

Before World War II, that is, 
in September of 1941, the amount 
of our national] debt which had 
been acquired by the banks in this 
manner was about 22 billion dol- 
lars. Today it is approaching 100 
billion dollars, This is debt-that- 
ought-not-to-be-debt. It ought to 
be national credit instead. No free 
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Banks and Money. 
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people should permit any agency 
to create money in their country 
except the National Government 
itself. And if this rule had been 
observed and our Constitution fol- 
lowed, if our Government had cre- 
ated this 100 billion dollars in the 
first place instead of permitting 
the banks to do it, the American 
people would be 100 billion dol- 
lars less in debt today than they 
actually are. And 100 billion dol- 
lars is a lot of money. 


Grandstand Play? 


One of the most devastating 
revelations of big league political 
shenanigans is that brought for- 
ward by Senator Wayne Morse in 
his demand for a congressional 
investigation of the incident sur- 
rounding President Truman’s 
startling speech before Congress 
during the railroad strike. In that 
speech the President demanded 
laws to curb strikes and ordered 
the railroad workers back to 
work. The press and radio, follow- 
ing their anti-labor philosophy, 
have been hysterically backing 
President Truman’s seeming anti- 
labor stand, and have been sup- 
pressing the real story behind the 
whole picture. 

Senator Morse has charged that 
the President’s actions on that 
matter were phoney, and that the 
White House and all its political 
advisors knew hours in advance 
that the railroad strike was to be 
called off at four o’clock that day 
—at the very time Mr. Truman 
was to appear before Congress, 

Administration spokesmen have 
tried to shout down Senator 
Morse, declaring that his accusa- 
tion insults the White House. 
However, the Senator sticks to his 
guns and to the documentary evi- 
dence he has showing that the 
White House knew that the rail- 
road leaders had agreed to end 
the strike at four o’clock that day; 
that because the public was get- 
ting sore over the strike and be- 
cause the public considered the 
Roosevelt-Truman administration 
to blame for the whole labor sit- 
uation, the occasion provided a 
perfect strategical moment for a 
glorious grand slam to put the 
administration back on the right 
side of the public. 

This double cross of the railroad 
brotherhood leaders, who had al- 
ready given their word to the 
President and his advisors that 
the strike would be called off that 
day, has so angered labor in gen- 
eral, that, as any observing citi- 
zen may see, the Administration 
is now angling to regain a favor- 
able position with labor. But it is 
doubtful that the great bitterness 
and hatreds created by this expe- 
rience will soon be removed. 


Reactionary 


Watch for an interesting report 
from the Department of Justice. 
The Department is now investi- 
gating prevailing practices in the 
building trades, including mort- 
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X-Ray and Forecast (coxinued) 


abused the power of veto and has used it arrogantly and unfairly in 
several instances, but the undeniable fact is that they had to have the 
power of veto or they would never have had a chance to protect what 
they consider their own international rights. 

News reports have always played up the few times Britain, 
America and France have disagreed, but the above important fact con- 
cerning the way the council is stacked against Russia is seldom per- 
mitted to reach the public mind. From the Russian standpoint, if it 
were not for the veto ruling, Britain would long ago have tied up all 
the Mediterranean ports securely for exclusive British control, (with 
the United States shipping interests cutting in for their share) ; British 
and American oil rights in Iran would have been secured again, with 
military airfields operating (under the guise of British and American 
commercial operations) within 200 miles of the Russian border. 

There are many other instances why Russia demands the veto. 
The veto is Russia’s way of protecting Soviet imperialism, just as the 
skillfully maneuvered votes of capitalistic powers are used to protect 
capitalistic imperialism. As long as the world is so divided econom- 
cally, we do not see much hope of this situation changing. 

Another important phase of the above situation is that it is this 
condition within the UN organization which has caused the recent 
widespread attacks against the United States in the Soviet press. These 
have been reported frequently of late in our own press and over the 
radio. The Soviet press has been accusing the United States of a secret 
anti-Soviet plot with Britain and France, of conniving to misrepresent 
Russia’s legal international rights, and of endeavoring to encircle Rus- 
sia with British and American military bases. 

The most difficult thing about it all is that much that Russia says 
is true—just as much of our charge against Russia for being imperialis- 
tic, brutal and undemocratic is also true. But can justice be created by 
denouncing one set of evils while we shield another? 


| Cana A TION LEGISLATION. Don’t let them fool you 

with the news about the end of the Fair Employment Practice 
Commission. Some editors have treated the end of this effort (to make 
America more of a democracy) with fairness and discrimination. Others 
have sided in with their advertising clientele or political and financial 
bosses and have beaten the drums while the supposed corpse was 
lowered. But like Lazarus, ‘He is not dead, but sleepeth.” 

The FEPC, as pushed by the CIO and kindred organizations, con- 
tained extremes that would have proven very harmful in some sections 
of the country. On the other hand, violations of justice and fair play 
toward Negroes and Jews cannot continue much longer without dis- 
astrous results. However, instead of moving toward a compromise 
solution, as far as is humanly possible at the present time, which is the 
way a democracy should meet the need, some Southern and Northern 
reactionaries combined forces to obstruct and obliterate any solution 
of the problem. 

This is just what the radicals wanted. You should see the litera- 
ture now being scattered in large quantities in depressed areas of 
America’s race relations. They are saying, “You see now, both the 
tobacco juice senators from the South and the Northern bourbons hate 
you,—they’d rather see you starve than give you a chance. We're the 
chaps who know how to get results. You’re not hungry yet, but when 
you are you'll come to us and we'll be ready to help you.” 

The economic phase of the question centers chiefly in the Negro. 
He will be the first to feel the hurt of unemployment when trained 
Negro craftsmen lose their jobs—the last to be hired and the first to 
be fired—because of color. Such substantial organizations as the CIO 
are already laying extensive plans for hitting the next Congress with 
this problem with more impact than it did the last. The FEPC, like 
many other unsettled problems related to question of whether we shall 
keep our democracy or not, will continue to haunt our steps. 


can MONOPOLIES. The American Can Company and the Con- 

tinental Can Company, the great tin can monopolies of America, 
have been indicted by the Federal government for monopolistic 
practices, involving charges of conniving among themselves for re- 
straint of trade, fixing prices and otherwise destroying competition 
that might challenge the stranglehold they have held in that vital 
field of American production. 


Reactionary 
(Continued) 
gage corporations, black market 
dealings in lumber, etc. 

Financing of housing construc- 
tion has been made difficult by 
excessive interest rates, nearly 
one-fourth of the cost of a mod- 
ern home going to _ interest 
charges, claim anti-trust officials. 
Illegal trade restraints have hin- 
dered the whole construction in- 
dustry by keeping prices high and 
suppressing the entrance of new 
processes and techniques, such as 
mass production methods which 
have not been utilized in the home 
construction industry. 

The anti-trust division’s investi- 
gations in lumber, masonry, ce- 
ment and plumbing revealed the 
existence of flagrantly restrictive 
practices. Consumers have had to 
bear elements of “phantom 
freight”; products are distributed 
through a controlled system of 
jobbers selling at agreed-upon 
prices; and building codes discrimi- 
nate against the use of more ef- 
ficient materials and methods. 


Monarchy Under Fire 

For the first time in English 
history, the very existence of roy- 
alty as a system is seriously un- 
der fire. H. G. Wells, famous Eng- 
lish historian, has urged that 
rumors that the British royalty 
has been linked with the British 
black shirt movement should be 
investigated. In connection with 
these charges, aired in a promi- 
nent Labor Party organ, Mr. 
Wells further stated: 

“Some district in America 
where the people appear hungry 
for uniforms and titles should be 
made into a royal reserve for the 
various courts in exile... . Gen- 
uine democratic communities 
throughout the world need to 
know what’s going on in this 
hushed up business of the huge 
Mosley funds and how far our own 
royal family is involved in this af- 
fair. If it is involved then there is 
every reason why the house of 
Hanover should follow the house 
of Savoy into the shadows of ex- 
ile and leave England free to re- 
turn to her old and persistent re- 
publican tradition, the tradition of 
Oliver Cromwell, Milton, Shelley 
and the regicides who dealt with 
the treacheries and treason of 
King Charles I.” 

Wells, who remarked that fifty 
years ago he was the only Eng- 
lish republican whereas now the 
whole world is going republican, 
declared that the British monar- 
chy was in opposition to world- 
wide trends and was the anti- 
thesis of democracy. “Even this 
German -ruled ... monarchy of 
ours which links the English with 
the crumbling monarchist system 
of the world is menaced by gath- 
ering relations,” said Wells. 

The fact that a publication con- 
trolled by the party in power in 
London contained this article is 
significant. It is indicative of a 
movement in England to replace 
the German-blooded royal house 
with a completely democratic struc- 
ture, We may be quite astonished 
how soon such a change can come. 





